
8 C.F.R. § 214.2(m)(5) and (10) – Students in established vocational or other recognized 

nonacademic institutions, other than in language training programs 

 

(5) Period of stay . A student in M nonimmigrant status is admitted for a fixed time period, 

which is the period necessary to complete the course of study indicated on the Form I-20, plus 

practical training following completion of the course of study, plus an additional 30 days to 

depart the United States, but not to exceed a total period of one year. An M-1 student may be 

admitted for a period up to 30 days before the report date or start date of the course of study 

listed on the Form I-20. An M-1 student who fails to maintain a full course of study or otherwise 

fails to maintain status is not eligible for the additional 30-day period of stay. (Revised effective 

1/1/03; 67 FR 76256 )  

 
[…] 

(10) Extension of stay -- (Paragraph (M)(10) revised effective 1/1/03; 67 FR 76256 )  

 

(i) Eligibility . The cumulative time of extensions that can be granted to an M-1 student is limited 

to a period of 3 years from the M-1 student's original start date, plus 30 days. No extension can 

be granted to an M-1 student if the M-1 student is unable to complete the course of study within 

3 years of the original program start date. This limit includes extensions that have been granted 

due to a drop below full course of study, a transfer of schools, or reinstatement. An M-1 student 

may be granted an extension of stay if it is established that:  

 

(A) He or she is a bona fide nonimmigrant currently maintaining student status;  

 

(B) Compelling educational or medical reasons have resulted in a delay to his or her course of 

study. Delays caused by academic probation or suspension are not acceptable reasons for 

program extension; and  

 

(C) He or she is able to, and in good faith intends to, continue to maintain that status for the 

period for which the extension is granted.  

 

(ii) Application . A student must apply to the Service for an extension on Form I-539, 

Application to Extend/Change Nonimmigrant Status. A student's M-2 spouse and children 

seeking an extension of stay must be included in the application. The student must submit the 

application to the service center having jurisdiction over the school the student is currently 

authorized to attend, at least 15 days but not more than 60 days before the program end date on 

the student's Form I-20. The application must also be accompanied by the student's Form I-20 

and the Forms I-94 of the student's spouse and children, if applicable.  

 

(iii) Period of stay . If an application for extension is granted, the student and the student's spouse 

and children, if applicable, are to be given an extension of stay for the period of time necessary 

to complete the course of study, plus 30 days within which to depart from the United States, or 

for a total period of one year, whichever is less. A student's M-2 spouse and children are not 

eligible for an extension unless the M-1 student is granted an extension of stay, or for a longer 

period than is granted to the M-1 student .  
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(iv) SEVIS update . A DSO must update SEVIS to recommend that a student be approved for an 

extension of stay. The SEVIS Form I-20 must be printed with the recommendation and new 

program end date for submission by mail to the service center, with Form I-539, and Forms I-94 

if applicable.  
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